
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE –February 26, 2009       Contact-  Harold Alford  (785) 271-2701 
 

USDA Energy Program Workshops Scheduled 
Rural Energy for America Program 

    
Hays, KS – USDA Rural Development today announced that the Agency will be presenting a series 
of workshops covering USDA’s energy programs in March.  The Agency workshops are being held 
to inform agricultural producers and for-profit business owners of the funding opportunities for 
energy projects eligible under USDA Rural Development’s Rural Energy for America Program 
(REAP).  
 
The REAP loan and grant program was established under Section 9007 of the 2008 Farm Bill to 
encourage agricultural producers and small rural businesses to install renewable energy and energy 
efficient systems. The Program’s funding can support a wide range of technologies encompassing 
biomass (including anaerobic digesters), geothermal, hydrogen, solar, and wind energy, as well as 
energy efficiency improvements.  
 
Under this USDA Rural Development energy program, grant funds will not exceed 25 percent of the 
eligible project’s cost, a combination of grants and guaranteed loans will not exceed 75 percent of 
the cost of the project.   
  
The workshops will be held as follows: 
  
Norton – March 12th:  12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m., Town & Country Kitchen on E Hwy 36, Norton.    
  
Oakley – March 19th:  2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., Farmers State Bank, 100 Center, Oakley.   
 
Stockton – March 20th:  10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., Rooks County Health Office, use the north 
entrance and go upstairs to the meeting room, 426 Main, Stockton.   
  
Beloit – March 20th:  2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., First National Bank, 101 E. Main, Beloit. 
   
All workshops are free and open to the public.  For information concerning any of these meetings, 
contact Brandon Prough at the Hays USDA Rural Development Office at 785-628-3081.  If you have 
a group that is interested in this program or would like to host a meeting in your area, please contact 
Brandon at the above phone number and he would be happy to come out and provide information 
about this and other USDA Rural Development programs. 
  
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs that support increasing economic 
opportunity and improving the quality of life of the State’s rural residents. The Agency provides 
equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business 
development, and critical community and technology infrastructure in rural America.  For additional 
information regarding all USDA Rural Development programs, contact the Agency at 785-628-3081 
or visit the Agency’s Kansas website at www.rurdev.usda.gov/ks 
 

USDA Rural Development – Committed to the Future of Rural Communities. 
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